The Alexandria Antiques Show at the George Washington Masonic Memorial , November 9-11

Contact:
Allison Kohler, Director
JMK Shows & Events
(973) 927-2794
jmkevents@aol.com
www.jmkshows.com
The George Washington Masonic Memorial is a Beacon for Antiques Lovers 
The Alexandria Antiques Show will be returning to the George Washington Masonic Memorial under the management of JMK Shows. This will be the second year that the bi-annual show is in the hands of the capable Allison Kohler, a dynamic and hard-working young promoter. 31 nationally prominent antiques dealers will be displaying their wares in room settings, with a great diversity of merchandise. There will be one dealer in oriental rugs, one jewelry dealer, one silver specialist, one print dealer, as well as Russian icons, Asian antiques, furniture, fine art, and decorative arts. 

The setting for the show is appropriate for a fine antiques show.  As stated on their website, their vision is: "To inspire humanity through education to emulate and promote the virtues, character and vision of George Washington, the Man, the Mason and Father of our Country." The George Washington Masonic Memorial was built in the 1920s by the more than two million American Freemasons who wished to: “Express in durability and beauty the undying esteem of the Freemasons of the United States for him in whose memory it shall stand throughout the coming years.”
The building is more than a tourist attraction and destination; it is also a research center and library; community center, performing arts center and concert hall; banquet and celebration site; and meeting site for local and countless visiting Masonic lodges and organizations. However, first and foremost, it is a memorial to honor and perpetuate the memory, character and virtues of the man who best exemplifies what Freemasons are and ought to be, Brother George Washington.

Kohler carries on the tradition of integrity and high values in her administration of this show, having dealers who are well respected in their fields, and always seeking the finest examples available to offer the public with a full guarantee.

A first time exhibitor at the show is Lisa Gaffney of Sharon, CT, who specializes in Art Nouveau ceramics; primarily on French and Austrian pieces with a focus on naturalism. “I love the fact that Art Nouveau. Was influenced by Japenese art, so that it is very organic, and nothing is symmetrical,” she said. Among her offerings will be an exquisite 
Austrian Art Nouveau Amphora Pheasant Vase with wonderful detail and an elegant pheasant perched on the side, with tail sweeping out and around toward the bottom of the piece.  Michael Pashby Antiques deals in fine quality English Antiques and Decorative Arts, items that combine rarity, beautiful design, excellent craftsmanship and ingenuity. Specializing in works from the mid 17th century to the late 19th century and has in stock good pieces of Georgian and regency period antiques furniture.
Ken Kellehner of Kellehner Fine Art looks forward to his second time exhibiting at the Alexandria show, especially since he grew up in the area. “I feel like I’m going home,” he said. His specialty is oil paintings, primarily European with the occasional American example, and if he finds an exceptional watercolor he will have that as well. Describing his paintings, he said, “The business has changed so much that I have had to expand my inventory. I used to have mostly landscapes, but now I try to have outstanding examples of every type of painting: figurative, modernism, genre scenes.” Many of the paintings are purchased in Belgium, where Kelleher says that modernism began in the late 19th century. 
Elinor Penna, from New York, is an expert in Victorian Staffordshire figures, and will bring pieces with a hunting theme to the show. Among her offerings will be her own personal collection of Victorian foxes. There are spill vases, groups, and watch holders. “I will have a baker’s dozen of foxes,” she said, “as well as a variety of hunting dogs; pointers, setters and hounds.”
John Rogers Antiques hails from New London, New Hampshire. This will be his first time exhibiting at the Alexandria Antiques Show, and he will be showing mostly “things that hang on the wall. Windows and doors from China are hung like paintings, and exhibit beautiful design and craftsmanship,” he explained. He is working on a book on this subject. When asked if he goes to China to buy, he said, “I have a Chinese business partner, and I find that if I accompany him while he is buying, the price goes up, so I leave most of the buying to him.”

Howard Price Fine Art will be coming to Alexandria from Boynton Beach, Florida.  He sells fine art prints covering such categories as Americana, Botanical, Historical, Native American, Sporting, Maps, and others, as well as select fine watercolors.

Susan Barr will exhibit, with copper, furniture and nautical antiques, and Wellesley House from Lake Forest, IL whose most recent line of acquisitions has focused on Advertisements, from published Signs, to original Artist Proofs. Among these are ads for Guinness, Bell’s Whiskey, Berry Bros. Champagne, Johnnie Walker Whiskey, and Player’s Cigarettes. Robert Quilter of Baltimore will show fine art, and Bob Baker of Poverty Hollow Antiques will have decorative items and statuary.

The dealers set up in room settings, and as customers wander through the booths and down the aisles, they will have a unique opportunity to experience and purchase some of the finest antiques available from some of the best dealers in the country. Historic Alexandria is an area just outside Washington DC that is rich with history and early buildings, not to mention fine restaurants. This is an opportunity not to miss!

For complete information about the Alexandria Antiques Show, or any other JMK Antiques Show, contact Allison Kohler at 973-927-2794 or check their web site at www.jmkshows.com
Captions:  

1. An Austrian Art Nouveau Vase with a pheasant, by Amphora. Terre Mare Antiques.
2. A pair of Victorian Staffordshire foxes with spill vases. Elinor Penna antiques.

3. Three examples of Victorian Staffordshire foxes from the personal collection of Elinor Penna. The entire collection will be shown in her booth at the Alexandria Antiques Show.

4. Camphor Window from John Rogers. A detailed explanation describes every element and its symbolism: 
The central character of this window is "Lu" made up of a bird (probably phoenix) a deer and a pine tree. Lu was the god of wealth and status derived from holding official position. In turn, the phoenix symbolizes peace, the deer and the pine tree both suggest immortality. The smaller carvings are of dragons (protection), birds and flowers.

Made of camphor wood, from the Jianxi province.
5. From Michael Pashby - A magnificent and very stylish chest of four long drawers with a brushing slide veneered in pearwood, with the feet veneered in walnut. An extraordinarily rare piece 
